Writing Assessments
General Instructions
[bookmark: _GoBack]You will be assigned three writing assessments throughout the semester.  The assessments are designed to allow you to explore and critique course readings and apply such material to the real-world.
Each essay should be approximately 3-5 pages long and should adhere to the following guidelines:
· Typed, double-spaced (default margins)
· 12 point font (Times New Roman or Arial)
· Pages numbered
· In-text citations (APA or Chicago Manual of Style) only 
A list of references should be included at the end (this does not count toward your page limits)
Grading Rubric
	
	A
	B
	C
	D-F

	Purpose:
You clearly understand the purpose of the assignment. You articulate a clear thesis and your arguments support your thesis throughout the paper (20%).

	
	
	
	

	Content/Substance:
Your essay is well supported with outside research, and you integrate relevant course material throughout your paper.  You effectively demonstrate mastery over course concepts and theories.  You go beyond mere reporting of ideas and offer and interesting and unique perspective and expression of an individual viewpoint (40%).

	
	
	
	

	Organization/Structure:
Your paper is well organized and includes strong introduction and conclusion paragraphs.  The structure of your paper well supports your arguments, and you effectively transition from one idea to another (20%).

	
	
	
	

	Editing:
Your paper includes minimal grammatical and spelling errors.  You avoid use of slang and contractions and employ appropriate sentence structure. You use professional language/tone throughout.  The use of first person narrative is limited.
You appropriately and accurately include in-text citations, and you adhere to the required formatting requirements (20%).
	
	
	
	



